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CONFIDENTIAL TOKYO 3319 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, JA 

SUBJECT: CGP MISSION TO US 

REF: A. STATE 50613, B. TOKYO 3038 

1 . EMBASSY APPRECIATES PROMPT RESPONSE TO REF B AND WILL 
PASS INFORMATION ON TO YANO AND WATANABE. INASMUCH AS 
CGP HAS ALREADY ANNOUNCED IN ITS OFFICIAL PAPER INTENTION 
TO SEND MISSION TO US APRIL 4-10, WE PROPOSE TO ASK 
WHETHER THEY WOULD PREFER TO DEFER VISIT TO LATER IN 
YEAR WHEN HIGHER-LEVEL APPOINTMENTS WOULD BE FEASIBLE, 

OR WHETHER THEY WOULD PREFER TO SETTLE FOR LESS SATIS- 
FACTORY SCHEDULE. WE ANTICIPATE THEY WOULD PREFER TO 
DEFER VISIT, BUT IN THIS CONJUNCTION 

WOULD FIND IT HELPFUL TO GIVE THEM BETTER IDEA OF ACCEP- 
TABLE TIMING. WOULD IT BE POSSIBLE FROM WASHINGTON STAND- 
POINT TO WORK VISIT IN PRIOR TO UPPER HOUSE ELECTION, 

E.G., LATE MAY OR EARLY JUNE, OR SHOULD WE SUGGEST 
DEFERRING UNTIL MID-SUMMER OR FALL? IT WOULD ALSO BE 
HELPFUL IF WE COULD OFFER FURTHER EXPLANATION WHY PAR- 
TICULAR DATES SELECTED BY CGP ARE INCONVENIENT, E.G., 

OFFICIAL VISITS OR TRIPS PLANNED AT THAT TIME. 

2. IN CONSIDERING RESPONSE TO CGP WE RECOMMEND KEEPING 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 TOKYO 03319 091017Z 

IN MIND INDICATIONS THAT JSP AND DSP ALSO HAVE PRE-ELECTION 
MISSIONS TO US UNDER CONSIDERATION. WE DO NOT BELIEVE IT 
WOULD SERVE OUR INTERESTS TO ASK CGP TO PUT OFF VISIT 
WERE WE TO ACCEDE TO OTHER PARTY MISSIONS OR TO HAVE ANY 
PARTY MISSION BEFORE ELECTION IF ALL CANNOT BE ACCOMMODATED. 

WE, THEREFORE, PROPOSE TO FOLLOW LINE TAKEN WITH CGP IF 
APPROACHED BY OTHERS IN ORDER TO AVOID GIVING IMPRESSION 
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OF FAVORITISM. 

SHOESMITH 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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